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Welcome to the EAF Euroscepticism Challenge! Imagine you've stemple into
aworld where news isn't always what it seems. The European Union, a complex
web of countries and policies, has been a hotbed for sensational headlines and
fake news. Nowy, it's up to you to separate fact from fiction! Your journey starts
right here, in the escape game and using your phone. The first step is to head
over to the Instagram account (provide a name of an account). There you will
find all the material and clues you need to embark on this escape room
adventure. Keep your critical thinking cap on and let's debunk some myths,
discover the truth and explore Euroscepticism like never before. Are you up for
the challenge?

CHALLENGE 1: Italians take down an EU flag and replace it with

an ltalian flag

TEXT: Brothers of Italy, a far-right political party
rooted in the emergence of post-World War |l neo-
fascism, garnered a majority of votes in Italy’'s general
election in September 2022. Giorgia Meloni, who co-
founded and leads the Brothers of Italy, is poised to
become the country’s first female prime minister.
She's also expected to lead the most right-wing
government lItaly has had since Benito Mussolini,
Italy's fascist dictator during the early 20th century. A
day after the election, an Instagram account shared
footage of what appears to be a large crowd of Italian
demonstrators taking to the streets and waving the
country’s flag. The video named “Italians take down
an EU flag and replace it with an Italian flag” was
similarly shared in other Facebook posts and tweets as news of Meloni's
election was trending.

e “EAFTruthseeker: Hey, can you check the originality of the video? Was it
really filmed in 20227?"

o “EAFTruthseeker: What about the background? Can you clearly see the
video is taking place in the city where the news says it is taking place or
is it from somewhere else?”

o “EAFTruthseeker: How many sources of the news did you check? One,
two, more? Are they all saying the same thing?”
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e “EAFTruthseeker: How about Google reverse image search? How many
times was this video used already?”

CHALLENGE 2: Ukrainians arrested in Qatar during the World

Cup for performing Nazi salutes

TEXT: A video with Al Jazeera (news site) branding has claimed that Ukrainians
were arrested in Qatar during the World Cup for performing Nazi salutes. Video
virally appeared on Twitter, Telegram, Weibo, and YouTube during the FIFA
cup in 2022. It reached 391K views on Telegram only. The news said “Three
drunken Ukrainian supporters were arrested in Qatar. The reason? They made
a Nazi salute and vandalized posters at the Al Bayt stadium by drawing a Hitler
mustache on the World Cup mascot”.

e “EAFTruthseeker: Hey, does the video include the official graphics of the
Doha-based news organization or are they just similar to it?”

e “EAFTruthseeker: On which news outlets was the news primarily
shared?”

e “EAFTruthseeker: Are the photos current or taken months before the
World Cup?”

e “EAFTruthseeker: Did you try a keyword search? It may help you track
the original source, date and verify the location of the photos taken.”

TEXT: The referendum for independence was held in
Catalonia on October 1, 2017, where citizens were shot
right at the entrance to polling stations. And
according to multiple sources - there was complete
silence from the EU officials. If the EU bureaucracy
keeps silent about the violence in Catalonia, does it
mean they support it? “World powers prepare for war
in Europe,” proclaimed the headline of the Russian-
language site Polit Ekspert on the day of the Catalan
parliament's declaration of independence. A
Moldovan politician, Bogdan Tirdea, claimed in a
Facebook post: “EU officials supported the violence in
Catalonia.” An article for the Kremlin-backed news
agency Sputnik about a minor secessionist appeal on the Balearic Islands was
given the headline “Independence movements: a contagious timebomb in a
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state that does not listen”. Even The Guardian reported that the response from
EU has been “muted”.

o “EAFTruthseeker: Has the EU Commission commented on this topic
before? What were their statements?”

e “EAFTruthseeker: Has the European Commission issued a direct
statement on the events in Catalonia? What was it?”

e “EAFTruthseeker. How was the news above reported in different
European countries? Did they comment on the violence in Catalonia?”

e “EAFTruthseeker: Has the Guardian shared only 1 news or have they
followed the story and events during a longer period? How many articles
on the topics can you find?”

TEXT: In early March 2023 images of Paris drowning in
rubbish and rat infestations striked the news, making
headlines around the world. Scientists say that for
every person living in Paris, there are 1.5 to 1.75 rats,
making the City of Lights one of the most infested
citiesin the world, and prompting the French National
Medicine Academy to issue a warning last July 2022
about the “threat to the human health” posed by rats
and the diseases they can pass on to humans.

° “EAFTruthseeker: If you analyze the videos, do
you discover they are current or are they older?”
° “EAFTruthseeker: Where were the videos really

filmed at? Are they really from Paris?”

o “EAFTruthseeker: What other events were taking place in France, while
the pictures of rat manifestation started circulating in the news?”

e “EAFTruthseeker: “The ratpocalypse” as The Guardian named it, is still
not happening! But ... though massively exaggerated and boosted with
some of the old fake videos - is there any truth to this story still?”

CHALLENGE 5: Church of Sweden to stop referring to God as “he”

or “Lord”

TEXT: In 2017, the Church of Sweden banned the pastors from calling God by
male pronouns and imposing gender-neutral pronouns. The Church of
Sweden is urging its clergy to use gender-neutral language when referring to
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the supreme deity, refraining from using terms such as “Lord” and “he" in favor
of the less specific “God.”
o “EAFTruthseeker: What was the comment form the head of the
Church’;s service of worship committee of Sweden?”
e “EAFTruthseeker: Were there any real changes made regarding the
use of “more inclusive” language?”

CHALLENGE 6: EU will force us to eat insects

TEXT: In a 2013 study, the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization stated that insects can be an alternative
source of protein and that insect farms are more
environmentally friendly than those that raise animals.
So, it did not take long for the EU to impose the use of
cricket flour with a wish to follow the more climate-
friendly agenda, since growing insects for
consumption requires less space and water to grow.
Plus, it develops and causes fewer greenhouse gas
emissions. The stories that circle around the news have
a narrative that the EU will force its citizens to eat
insects. But do they know that some cricket flour can
kill some consumers?

-_. »

e “EAFTruthseeker: When was the first time that the European Food
Safety Authority stated that the use of insects as a source of food and
fodder has important environmental and economic benefits and does
not pose major food security threats? During this new circulation of even
before?

e “EAFTruthseeker: Did European Commission imposed the rule of
consuming certain food or labeling food products?”

e “EAFTruthseeker: Will consumption of insects, regardless of the form
and method of cooking, remain a personal choice? What would
Universal declaration of human rights “say” about this?”
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